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ABSTRACT 
 

The Use of YouTube Media in Improving Students' Vocabulary through Online 
Learning is the title of this article. One of the programs that can help students 
learn vocabulary and understand English online is YouTube. Based on these 
factors, this journal will analyze how students' success in mastering English 
vocabulary is affected by YouTube media.  
Ten students from grade 10 at MAN 1 Cirebon provided the data for this study, 
which is based on the results of the exams they took. After watching English-
related YouTube videos, the students took an exam to determine their progress 
in learning new vocabulary in the language. Both quantitative and qualitative 
methodologies were used to analyze the data in this study.  
The research findings show that if YouTube is used consistently and effectively, 
it can improve word comprehension. Students can learn new English 
expressions and recognize new terminology by using YouTube programs 
repeatedly. In addition, YouTube applications can help students develop their 
speaking, listening, reading, and other skills in English.  
Students at MAN 1 Cirebon can better understand English and learn new 
vocabulary by using the YouTube application. This is evident from the 
observation results which show how students' language skills improved after 
watching English videos on the YouTube application in their spare time. 

 

Keywords: youtobe media, teaching vocabulary, online learning, english 

videos, english skills. 

  

INTRODUCTION 

 

Humans use language as a tool to convey information or express their 

feelings. Language can be expressed through words or gestures. There are 
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several languages spoken around the world, and each country has a unique 

national language. "A language can be designated as the official language of a 

country," according to Crystal (2003: 20), "so it can be used as a medium of 

communication in areas such as government, courts, media, and the education 

system." 

The most frequently spoken language in the world, English, has a significant 

impact on society. The majority of international events are held in English, and 

English is also used as a medium of information in the fields of science, culture, 

and technology. Therefore, English can be called the first (international) 

language. It is also worth noting that most scientific literature is published in 

English. Therefore, everyone should have adequate English skills, including 

Indonesian students, in order to understand these books for learning. 

In addition, children have to learn English, which requires four language skills: 

speaking, listening, reading and writing. However, children need vocabulary to 

be able to understand these skills. No matter how effectively students learn 

grammar or how well they understand the sounds of language, according to 

McCarthy (1990), communication cannot occur in a meaningful way without 

words. 

It was found that many students at MAN 1 Cirebon had very little vocabulary 

knowledge based on information received from English teachers. The majority 

of students, it was found that they could not answer questions in English. They 

asked the instructor to translate the question into Indonesian. In addition, 

another factor contributing to this problem is the teacher's failure to incorporate 

media into vocabulary teaching. Teachers only instruct their students to read 

the text and look up the definition in the dictionary. As a result, children find 

learning vocabulary boring. 

To encourage students' enthusiasm in learning vocabulary, teachers should 

offer interesting media. One method of teaching vocabulary is by using the 

YouTube app, which allows teachers to occasionally play vocabulary-related 

videos from the site for their classes. Students can then record these new words 
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or expressions as vocabulary, which they can then practice and memorize so 

that they do not forget after watching the video.   

As technology advances, learning is no longer limited to what is taught in 

school. Through YouTube videos, we can also learn more about the language 

for ourselves. YouTube is one of the most efficient ways to acquire vocabulary, 

and it can also inspire us. 

 

1. Background of the Study 

Some students may be inspired by youtobe to pick up new words and improve 

their English comprehension. When students are exposed to youtobe, they can 

learn some of the words and phrases used in youtobe. They can also learn how 

to pronounce many words by using youtobe, which also helps students learn 

new vocabulary and idioms. youtobe is a resource rich in material that 

intrinsically motivates students. Word recognition, vocabulary learning, and 

students' reading and listening comprehension can be enhanced with the use of 

youtobe. 

In addition to learning the definition of terms, students can also understand the 

context in which the words are used by watching youtube videos. In addition, 

there can be improvements in word pronunciation, sentence building skills, and 

the capacity to recognize different words in spoken language. 

 

2. Problems of the Study  

 

How was the English ability of the students before and after watching youtobe 

in learning English vocabulary? And how effective was the youtobe help the 

improvement of vocabulary of students in learning English vocabulary? 
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3. Aims of the Study  

 

The aims of this study were to find out the ability of the students before and 

after watching youtobe in learning English vocabulary, and also to find the 

effectiveness of youtobe in improving vocabulary of students in learning 

English. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

The researchers used both quantitative and qualitative methodologies in 

this study, and as the medium, they used tests and questionnaires. Only 10 

students were used as samples for the test and questionnaire. 

Students had to first fill out the questionnaire before proceeding to the given 

pretest, which contained 20 questions and was completed within 60 minutes. 

This initial pretest had to be completed before the students watched the 

YouTube video content. 

When the students had completed the first pretest, they were then asked to 

watch the vocabulary-related videos on YouTube, then after watching the 

videos, students had to do the second pretest after watching YouTube with 

questions consisting of 20 questions and the same time duration. In addition to 

the pretest, the researcher also prepared a lottery for students and for students 

who could answer questions from the researcher based on the video that had 

been watched, students were entitled to a prize. 

The researcher took several steps to collect data, including determining the 

population and sample, searching and selecting materials, giving the pretest 

and getting the results, conducting the treatment using the YouTube 

application, giving the posttest, and finally, analyzing the results. After 

collecting the data, the researcher evaluated it to determine whether or not 

students' vocabulary achievement had improved as a result of the treatment. A 
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repeated measures t-test was used by the researcher to determine whether the 

effect of the therapy had increased. 

 

DISCUSSION   

 

After conducting the questionnaires, the results indicate that the impact 

of learning vocabulary from YouTube videos varies. This could be due to 

different interests and also different learning approaches and styles. The results 

of the questionnaires will be presented in the table below:  

QUESTIONS RESULT 

Have you watched YouTube videos to learn 

vocabulary? 

100% yes 

Do you often use YouTube for vocabulary learning? 80% yes 20% no 

Do you find YouTube videos helpful in expanding 

your vocabulary? 

50% yes 50% no 

Are YouTube videos more engaging than traditional 

vocabulary learning methods? 

30% yes 70% no 

Do you think YouTube videos improve your 

understanding of vocabulary words? 

50% yes 50% no 

Do you enjoy watching YouTube videos to learn 

new vocabulary? 

80% yes 20% no 

Do you find YouTube videos visually appealing for 

vocabulary instruction? 

50% yes 50% no 

Do YouTube videos with animations and visuals 

help you remember vocabulary words better? 

90% yes 10% no 

Do you think YouTube videos make vocabulary 

learning more interactive? 

50% yes 50% no 

Have YouTube videos increased your motivation to 

learn new vocabulary? 

60% yes 40% no 
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QUESTIONS RESULT 

Do you feel more confident using vocabulary words 

after watching YouTube videos? 

50% yes 50% no 

Do YouTube videos provide a better context for 

learning vocabulary compared to textbooks? 

50% yes 50% no 

Have YouTube videos improved your 

pronunciation of vocabulary words? 

80% yes 20% no 

Do you prefer YouTube videos over other online 

resources for vocabulary learning? 

60% yes 40% no 

Do YouTube videos cover a wide range of 

vocabulary topics that interest you? 

80% yes 20% no 

Do YouTube videos expose you to different accents 

and dialects when learning vocabulary? 

80% yes 20% no 

Do you find it easier to remember vocabulary words 

presented in YouTube videos compared to 

traditional methods? 

60% yes 40% no 

Do YouTube videos provide diverse perspectives 

and cultural insights related to vocabulary words? 

50% yes 50% no 

Do you believe that incorporating YouTube videos 

into online learning has improved your overall 

vocabulary skills? 

80% yes 20% no 

Do YouTube videos increase your study time? 50% yes 50% no 

 

From the above results, it can be observed that most students indicate a 

preference for visual learning when it comes to vocabulary acquisition. 

However, due to variations in individual learning styles, some students may 

prefer direct or hands-on learning methods. The results suggest that catering to 

different learning preferences and styles is crucial for effective vocabulary 

instruction. Educators should consider incorporating a combination of visual, 

auditory, and kinesthetic learning strategies to accommodate the diverse needs 
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of students. This personalized approach can enhance vocabulary learning 

outcomes and engagement among learners.   

The findings of this survey provide in-depth information on the use of YouTube 

videos for vocabulary development. It is clear that most participants (100%) 

have used YouTube to view vocabulary learning videos, which shows the 

popularity of this platform for language learning. While 80% of participants 

said that they use YouTube regularly for vocabulary acquisition, 20% said that 

they rarely or never use it. This suggests that not all students will use YouTube 

exclusively and some students may opt for alternative resources.  

50% of participants said that YouTube videos were useful for improving 

vocabulary, while 50% said they were not. The participants were divided in 

their opinions on this topic. Similarly, 30% of participants said that YouTube 

videos are more interesting than conventional videos. According to Purwanti, 

N. K. R., et al. (2022), YouTube videos are mostly used in online learning 

environments. However, several studies have found drawbacks in using 

YouTube videos from technological, psychological, and physical perspectives. 

It is interesting to note that participants' opinions on the impact of YouTube 

videos on their understanding of vocabulary terms were divided, with 50% 

saying that the videos helped understanding and 50% saying they did not. The 

appeal of the visual and multimedia components in this medium, however, was 

highlighted by the majority (80%) who said that they enjoyed watching 

YouTube videos to acquire new vocabulary. Participants' opinions on the visual 

appeal of YouTube videos for vocabulary education were evenly divided, with 

50% of them finding the videos aesthetically appealing and the other 50% 

disliking them. However, most (90%) agreed that YouTube animations and 

graphics help improve recall for vocabulary terms. YouTube, in the opinion of 

Husna, A. N., et al. (2019), facilitates comprehension of material through a 

combination of auditory, visual and movement features, making information 

easier to digest while enabling comprehension and recovery of new vocabulary. 
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50% of participants said that watching YouTube videos made vocabulary 

learning more interesting, and 50% said it did not. However, 60% of 

participants stated that watching YouTube videos increased their desire to 

acquire new vocabulary, indicating that the platform can be used as a 

motivational tool for language learning. (Nguyen, N. T. T. 2021) confirmed that 

YouTube video clips are essential in helping students acquire and retain 

vocabulary, and all participants agreed that watching YouTube videos is a good 

approach to learning new words. 

Although the participants were divided on whether YouTube videos or 

textbooks offered a better contextualized learning experience for vocabulary, 

80% of them stated that their pronunciation skills improved thanks to YouTube. 

Video technology can aid learning efforts by improving long-term listening 

comprehension ability, student confidence, and pronunciation ability, 

according to (McNulty, A., & Lazarevic, B. 2012). Participants' opinions on how 

easy it was to remember vocabulary terms were evenly divided, with 60% of 

them believing that it was easier than using more conventional techniques to 

learn the words provided in the YouTube videos. This suggests that YouTube's 

audiovisual format helps people learn correct pronunciation. 

80% of participants found that YouTube videos covered a wide range of 

vocabulary subjects that appealed to them in terms of breadth and diversity. In 

addition, 80% of those who learned vocabulary through YouTube videos said 

that they encountered many accents and dialects. With 50% agreeing and 50% 

disagreeing, participants' opinions on whether YouTube videos offer a variety 

of viewpoints and cultural insights related to vocabulary terms were divided. 

This suggests that more movies that accommodate diverse cultural settings are 

needed. 80% of participants thought that using YouTube videos in online 

lessons had improved their overall vocabulary skills. This favorable opinion 

highlights the potential value of YouTube as a teaching tool. 

Lastly, participants were equally divided on whether YouTube videos increase 

their study time, with 50% answering yes and 50% answering no. This suggests 
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that the impact of YouTube videos on study habits may vary among learners. 

The varied impact and preferences related to using YouTube videos for 

vocabulary learning. Educators should consider the individual learning styles 

and needs of students when incorporating YouTube videos into online learning 

environments, as well as provide a diverse range of resources to enhance the 

overall vocabulary learning experience. 

 

CONCLUSION  

 

The study explored the use of YouTube media in improving students' 

vocabulary through online learning. The results of the questionnaire shed light 

on the impact and preferences of students when it comes to utilizing YouTube 

videos for vocabulary acquisition. The effectiveness and engagement of 

YouTube videos in expanding vocabulary varied among participants. While 

half of the students found YouTube videos helpful and engaging, the other half 

did not. This suggests that the impact of YouTube videos on vocabulary 

acquisition may depend on individual preferences and learning styles. 

Motivation and enjoyment were key factors associated with YouTube videos for 

vocabulary learning. The study also revealed that YouTube videos have 

positive effects on pronunciation skills, with a majority of participants reporting 

improvement. This indicates the potential of YouTube in aiding accurate 

pronunciation through its audiovisual nature. The coverage of vocabulary 

topics and exposure to different accents and dialects were seen as strengths of 

YouTube videos. YouTube videos into online learning can be a valuable tool for 

improving students' vocabulary. However, it is important for educators to 

consider the individual preferences and learning styles of students when using 

YouTube videos as a resource. Providing a diverse range of resources and 

incorporating a variety of learning strategies can enhance the overall 

vocabulary learning experience. Future research can further investigate the 
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specific factors that contribute to the varying impact of YouTube videos on 

vocabulary acquisition. 
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